BIG GRASSY FIRST NATION

MEETING AGENDA/MINUTES
Type of Meeting: (Council/committee, etc)
	Big Grassy Elders Advisory Council  (regular meeting) Bi-weekly.


	Date
	Tuesday February 04/2014

	Time
	10:00 a.m.

	Location
	Esiniiwab Health Center


Meeting Chair or Facilitator:

	Facilitator: Joseph Duguay and Daryl Archie Special Assistant to Elders Advisory Council


Invited/Expected Attendees:

	Elders Advisory Council , Special Guest Abigail Halvorson


Opening Smudge and Prayer:  Robert Archie  
Call to Order: 

Roll Call: Marcel, Victoria Gibbins, Robert, Stanley, Melvina,  Leonard, Bella, Bessie, Geraldine, Joe Andy, 
Virginia Archie, Bill Morrison, Patsy Tuesday.

Approval of Minutes:  January 21/ 2014    Motion by:  Stanley       Seconded by:   Geraldine  ( Carried)                  
	Agenda Items:
	Time Allowance

	Abigail Halvorson re: Pow-Wow 2014  Talked to Council to begin Coordinating the Pow-Wow.  Correct the date change from last year (2nd Weekend in August) 
Suggests we get started now to avoid last minute “running around”. We need to prepare earlier and get more people involved in organizing.  When I leave here I will start getting things ready.  We’ve had it on that weekend for long time and should keep it on that weekend.  Abigail accepted by the Elders to be the lead spokesperson for the organizing committee she is going to be putting together.  Suggestion that we need to remember to feed the guests first! Needs suggestion from the Elders as the “old man” to help with the Pow-Wow. Suggestion to have Joe Morrison act in that capacity. Geraldine motioned, Stanley (second) Carried. Abigail to come back every few weeks to give Elders an update on Pow-Wow committee activities. “We need an energetic person every year to get things moving along for our Pow Wow each year”. We must make people feel welcome to our pow-wow.  Abigail does not want remuneration for her work willing to volunteer her time a passion to the community event.  MC’s to be reminded to guide the crowd for food serving and having guests served first.  Aby to start with flyers in the community.  
	.30

	Daryl Archie Membership – Presentation on Bill C-45  Presentation sent to Daryl by the “Idle no more” movement.  This is what Harper has come up with despite no consultation with First Nations people.  It is called “First Nations Termination Plan”.  Converting First Nations into municipalities, the reserves into “fee simple” lands and extinguishment of inherent, Aboriginal and Treaty Rights.  Harper apparently trying to change certain laws. Various bills that will result in terminating rights. (3 new policy measures) Results based approach to negotiating Modern treaties, Funding cuts and capping of Reg. and National political organizations. Elimination of funding for advisory services for First Nation Bands and Tribal Councils over next 2 years. Long list of injustices included in the report that was provided to the Elders.  (Package will be posted in the Band office) Daryl will post on the Big Grassy Web site. 
	.35

	Elders attending “Elder Abuse Districty Committee Meeting in Fort Frances Feb. 05”.  Virginia, Geraldine, Robert, Stanley and Daryl.
	.05

	Virginia Courtesy and Thank you Gift (Historical CD’s Songs/Legends) She has an idea to send Shirley Daniels who provided us the CD’s a gift with a thank you note from the Elders.  Ladies will decide on the gift and give the cost to Romeo to put in a requisition to pay for it.  Suggested something to represent her clan.  Also a thank you card signed by all the Elders.  Shirley is very sick and is looking for healers.  (Romeo to contact Mark Douglas at Rama for names of healers in the Ottawa area.  Also Doug Comegan lives in Ottawa and may have names.)
	.05

	Elders “community concerns/issues” template.  (continuing work)
	Deferred

	Other business? Next meeting include the “custom electoral code” that was developed for Big Grassy.  Present to Elders for comment/input.
	Deferred to next meeting.

	Next Elders meeting Romeo should have the “summary” of recommendations and comments from the community meeting of Wednesday January 29/2014. Impact Benefit Agreement preparations and community information sharing.
	Deferred to next meeting.


Adjournment:           12:30  p.m.   
Next meeting:    February 18, 2014

