BIG GRASSY FIRST NATION

MEETING AGENDA/MINUTES
Type of Meeting: 
	Big Grassy Elders Advisory Council  (regular meeting) Bi-weekly.


	Date
	Tuesday February 18/2014

	Time
	10:00 a.m.

	Location
	Esiniiwab Health Center


Meeting Chair or Facilitator:

	Facilitator: Joseph Duguay and Daryl Archie Special Assistant to Elders Advisory Council


Invited/Expected Attendees:

	Elders Advisory Council , Special Guests Ms. Jackie Moore, Ms. Barbara Wilson


Opening Smudge and Prayer:  Robert Archie  
Call to Order: 10:15
Roll Call: Marcel, Victoria Gibbins, Robert, Stanley, Melvina,  Leonard, a, Bessie, Geraldine, Joe Andy, 
Virginia Archie, Bill Morrison, Patsy Tuesday.

Approval of Minutes February 04/ 2014    Motion by:   Stanley      Seconded   Marcel  by:   ( Carried )                  
	Agenda Items:
	Time Allowance

	Introduction to Ms. Jackie Moore (School issues investigator) Ms. To carry on dialogue with Elders/   (defer until she arrives)
	.30

	Elder speaks to the school issues that children must be taught at home and most of the problems appear to be coming from home.  This is a continuous problem that I hear about every week.  Children must be taught to be respectful as I was when I was a child.  Have a good look in the mirror and see what the problem is.  

Another Elder speaks when he was an Education Counsellor.  He went around to each house to make sure that the school was supported. He has surveys dating back when the new school was being discussed.  Native language was first and foremost by the people.  We don’t see that in the school.  We have this ongoing problem for the last 20 years.  We also need athletics to teach our students different sports.  We used the drum and should introduce the students to respect the drum.  We don’t need another residential school experience.  I would be nice to have our own school back.  We need native school teachers with a respect for our traditions.  When we started we had a $3,800 for post secondary it is more now but not sure how much.  I am happy we have more money for our school now.  
	.30

	Presentation to Elders by Ms. Barbara Wilson.  Barbara has two questions “Does the Elders Advisory sign on to any BCR’s.  After consulting with the Elders Terms of Reference the answer was no.  Barbara went on to tell us about a workshop she attended and facilitated by   Joyce White from White Fish Bay.                     (The birch bark canoe)  Barbara is trying to bring this woman to Big Grassy to conduct her workshop and requested the Elders to try to get her here.  
One Elder commented that he was always looking for new knowledge and would welcome the opportunity to listen to her.  Chair- It’s always good when people share what they know with others.  We should embrace this opportunity for the Elders and anyone else that is willing to listen.  We have lost a lot of traditional knowledge especially the healing that people do.  There are different areas where we are specialized in.  Some are healers, some belong to the Midewin.  I don’t really understand how that works so any information that pertains to our people is good.  I speak for myself. It would be good to have that lady come here.  Barbara holds workshops for all ages.  When asked how much does she charge.  Barbara stated $1,000 per day.  One Elder made a point of saying that Elders usually accept what the people can provide in terms of gifts/money.  We would have to find the $$.  She has been known to accept $100 per person for the 2 day workshop.  Barbara to provide Romeo with the information (promotional materials so he can look for sources for $$ for the workshop event.  Barbara had another question that she expressed to the Elders in Ojibway.  Something about being targeted and losing her livelihood.  (Protected under Privacy Act and rights to Ontario Works) Wanted to bring it to the attention of the Elders Advisory. I will continue to keep talking a writing. The only way to stop me is to kill me.  On another note: Expressed in Ojibway. She doesn’t think that the Elders know everything that is going on in the community and she wanted to bring it to their attention.  
Robert, we do not involve ourselves in any Political situation but we do speak for people who can’t speak for themselves when asked.  There are many problems here in the community that we do not have the power to solve.  People can solve their own problems if they think of the Community first.  They have to speak person to person and talk about the problems that are there and keep their minds open.  Listen and come together in an understanding where they can meet each other half way.  Speak to the people that are involved in the problem not the whole community.  We support people who give us information about things that are going on in the community.  In speaking about  the school I would like to see teachers giving history of Big Grassy.  Using 3rd party information is dangerous.  You have to find out for yourself what is true and what is not.  We can make recommendations that is all. We do not involve ourselves in the Political area.  Barbara thanks the Elders for listening.  Stanley emphasizes positive communication.  
	.15

	Announcement of New Horizons approval of submission (Sept. 2013) Romeo to present pre-project documents and planning schematic for an early April kick off – pending receipt of $$.  (District Wide Elders Summit late August 2014)  Next session Elders to have full packages of the planning documents to assist them in their development of the Elders Summit.
	1:00 (continuing bi-weekly)

	Tim gave us a heads up on the road conditions. Tim is trying to schedule with the workers available. Sometimes not in the community when heavy snow falls occur.  Tim was trying to get the roads done before the heavy traffic.  He has workers doing the community driveways and residential work.  The priority is the commercial buildings first.  First safety considerations for visitors clients to Band buildings such as the Medical Center. If anyone has any concerns to contact Tim’s supervisor Lynne Gavin. Now as Foreman of Maintenance and operations Lynne has resumed responsibility from Housing Manager Chris Jack.
	

	Elders “community concerns/issues” template.  (continuing work)
	Deferred

	Other business? Next meeting include the “custom electoral code” that was developed for Big Grassy.  Present to Elders for comment/input.
	Deferred to next meeting.

	Next Elders meeting Romeo should have the “summary” of recommendations and comments from the community meeting of Wednesday January 29/2014. Impact Benefit Agreement preparations and community information sharing.
	Deferred to next meeting.


Adjournment:     12:00      p.m.   
Next meeting:    March 04, 2014

